
Noon Bible Study: Nehemiah 6
Summary:

The book of Nehemiah records the historical narrative of Nehemiah overseeing the rebuilding of the physical wall of the city 
of Jerusalem.  However, as we are discovering with every chapter Nehemiah is also a story about spiritual leadership and 
insight into the spiritual battle.  Nehemiah 1-2 recorded the call upon Nehemiah’s life to oversee the rebuilding of the wall 
while he was a cupbearer in Persia.  It was clearly God’s call that activated this action in Nehemiah.  He arrives in 
Jerusalem, inspects the wall and calls for the entire nation to join together for this work.  Nehemiah chapter 3-4 recorded 
the attempts of outside enemies to demoralize the people, thus making them ineffective in the work God has called them to 
do.  Yet Nehemiah leads well and God fights for his people and the evil one’s plan is foiled.  Nehemiah 5 records the attempt 
of the evil one to inspire in-house conflict and strife amongst the people - specifically in this case regarding money and 
physical needs.  We saw the principle that if the evil one can’t get you to stop living for God due to outside attacks, he 
will try and attack you within.  Yet again Nehemiah leads well and the internal threat is neutralized.  Now we move to 
chapter 6 which shows us another stage of the spiritual battle.  We’ve seen outside attack, internal attack and now we 
will see a specific attack on Nehemiah himself, the leader of God’s people and God’s work.  The adversary (and adversaries) 
of God seems to be relentless, now aiming for Nehemiah personally.  And with this in mind we read on.

Nehemiah 6:1-4 - The Enemies Aim For Nehemiah

There is definite progress being made on the wall, despite the opposition (v. 1).  In light of this the adversaries of 
Nehemiah and the nation attempt a new strategy.  

As our summary indicated above, the enemies of God’s people (led by Sanballat, Tobiah & Geshem in this case) are now 
directly attacking Nehemiah.  They have already tried to discourage the entire nation and now they set their sights 
specifically on him.  They seemingly harmlessly request a summit of sorts in a place called “Chephirim in the plain 
of Ono” (the fact that it’s named “Ono” should be a hint!).  Nehemiah says each time that he is unable to stop the 
work and meet them.

Q - why do you think they take up this strategy?  What is the significance of Nehemiah’s role that makes him worthy of 
direct attack?

Nehemiah 6:5-9 - Relentless Enemies With A False Report

None of what Sanballat’s servant said was true.  When “false reports” are made about you, some of us have a easy 
time “shaking it off” and ignoring the ignorance of the messenger.  However, sometimes “false reports” and lies are 
temptations for us to be provoked.  This is what Nehemiah likely had to battle. 
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The Jews were not looking to rebel and Nehemiah was not looking to be their king - Nehemiah recognized the threat 
and did not take the bait.  He also didn’t get tricked into thinking that there was a large conspiracy against the 
Jews believing these lies and become afraid about a large threat.

Instead Nehemiah confronted the falsehoods directly (v. 8) and did not allow these messages to deter him from his 
job (v. 9)  In addition, he put his life and this matter in God’s hands. (v. 9)

Q - when you hear falsehood spoken about you or against you, what are some of the temptations you are presented with? 
 What potentially could have happened if Nehemiah had engaged these enemies?

Nehemiah 6:10 - Plots And Lies Continue

Nehemiah visits a Jewish citizen named Shemaiah in his home.  Upon arrival Shemaiah suggests that Nehemiah flee to 
the house of the LORD for safety because of a threat from Sanballat & co against Nehemiah’s life.  He suggests that 
Nehemiah will be hidden there and safe.  Sounds like a good idea on the surface, but something else is going on.

Nehemiah 6:11-14 - Nehemiah Is Not Running Anywhere But To The LORD

Nehemiah responds to Shemiah with courage and conviction.  Nehemiah is not going to run and hide from the enemies.  
Nehemiah perceives that Shemaiah is actually a double agent!  God gives Nehemiah insight into what is really going 
on.  Look at what the text tells us was actually happening:

Nehemiah 6:12-13 (NLT) - I realized that God had not spoken to him, but that he had uttered this prophecy 
against me because Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him.  13 They were hoping to intimidate me and make me 
sin. Then they would be able to accuse and discredit me. 

“To be afraid would be in this case the opposite of having faith, and hence sin. This sort of unbelief would enable 
his enemies to taunt Nehemiah and thus undermine his authority.” (ESV Study Bible, Nehemiah 6:13)

Notice the new tactic of the enemies to attack the leader directly.  If they can discourage or intimidate Nehemiah, 
the trickle down effect it will have on the nation will be devastating. Nehemiah might be tempted to fear, but he 
trusts the LORD.  He’s already asked God to strengthen him (v. 9) and now he asks the LORD to take note of their evil 
(v. 14).

So much has transpired since Nehemiah arrived in Jerusalem in chapter 2.  Specifically the opposition to the wall rebuild by 
Sanballat, Tobiah and the others.  Remember, the people started out encouraged working hard on their portion of the wall 
but then need to work with a tool in one hand and weapon in another.  Then we have a full chapter (Neh 5) of conflict 
inside the nation due to a famine and financial distress.  And now we have seen the relentless attacks on Nehemiah himself. 
 

The morale of the people and the project have been threatened since the first brick was laid.  But Nehemiah has been right 
there leading and acting and initialing every step of the way.  He has safe guarded the project and even more importantly 
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the people.  We read in chapter 4 that “the people had a mind to work” (4:6)...And so we come to a rather surprising verse in 
light of the conflicts, trials and burdens.

Nehemiah 6:15 - The Wall Completed

Wow!!!  The wall of Jerusalem completed in fifty-two days!  Is this surprising?  Clearly God was working with the 
people and their heart (led by Nehemiah) to work heartily unto the LORD was not in vain!  So what do the busybody 
enemies have to say?

Nehemiah 6:16-19 - Backing The Enemy Down Through Faithfulness

The enemies of the people of God are shocked when they hear of how quickly the Jews rebuild Jerusalem’s walls.  They 
conclude that if the people are able to work untied with such speed and resolve, what else might they be able to 
accomplish with Yahweh on their side!

We learn through the final verse of Nehemiah 6 that there was a lot up against Nehemiah and God’s people - the 
outside enemies had even infiltrated leaders in the land of Judah (through marriage alliances and oaths).  But 
Nehemiah and the faithful men and women of God did not fear what they could see and what they heard - for they 
had faith in the mighty one of Israel.

The great lesson of chapter 6 is that Nehemiah never quit when faced with fear or threats or difficulty.  He put his trust in 
and gave his fears to the LORD and rested in that relationship. 

We’ve learned from the last few chapters that the enemy of God and His people will try and attack us.  We have learned 
that if the enemy can’t attack us from outside he will try and sow discord and division on the inside.  And now we learn 
that He will directly attack the those who are called to lead (no matter how big or small that calling is).  These attacks 
at leaders may come in physical threats, distractions, discouragement, time-wasters, and/or second rate battles.

Men of God - man your post!  Women of God - do not grow weary.  Father & Mothers unite for the LORD!  Husbands rise up!  
Pastor, leaders, and overseers - be alert and awake!  Christians be sober-minded!

If we are connected to the Lord, he will give us wisdom and insight into what is really going on - just as He did with 
Nehemiah and the enemies he faced in chapter 6.  The enemy’s objective is not only to destroy us but to get us to come down 
from our post, walk away, even if for a moment from our calling.  He wants to stop the work of God and silence the word of 
God - ultimately forever, but he will settle for even a few hours, days, or weeks.  Our adversary’s goal is the same today 
as it was towards Nehemiah:

Nehemiah 6:9a (NLT) - They were just trying to intimidate us, imagining that they could discourage us and stop the 
work. 

And so our response must be the same today as it was then:

Nehemiah 6:9b (NLT) - So I continued the work with even greater determination.
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Nehemiah 6:9b (NASB) - But now, O God, strengthen my hand

And one of the greatest weapons in the spiritual battle we face today is to stay faithful to what God has called us to do. 
 Nehemiah kept building the wall until it was done - through many dangers, toils and snares - but when he finished the job, 
the enemies backed down.  There will be some cases in our lives  where the enemy will attack us right up until the work God 
has called us to do is finished.  So we cannot quit before the job is done!  We will have days where we will need to rest and 
times we will be weary.  We will work alone some days and have other days where we will rely on reinforcements - but we 
can’t ever quit.

Raising children to love and fear the LORD is a lot of work.  Staying faithful to the marriage covenant we have made to God 
and our spouse is a big job.  Working honestly and without complaining in difficult work environments is a challenge.  
Staying sexually pure in a lust-charged society is a battle.  Leading a disciple or a group of disciples to maturity in 
Christ is not easy.  But just because something is hard doesn’t mean we can quit.  Who told us that life was going to be 
easy?  Who told us that being a Christian was going to be a life without challenges?  Why are we surprised when things 
don’t go our way or when there is opposition?  Certainly not the LORD. 

Instead we are called to live wonderfully hard, joy-filled, suffering ridden, blessing upon blessing in the midst of trial 
upon trial, painful yet grace-filled lives.  And then Jesus comes back or we are resurrected to life in the perfect painless 
age to come.  That’s what Christianity and the Biblical story is all about.  Right? 

Actually yes and no.  Yes, that is the life we have before us.  But no - because we have not yet remembered that this 
difficult and challenging at times life is not a life lived alone.  We have a risen savior and a present father who promises 
to never leave us or forsake us.  You see, none of these things we mentioned, nor Nehemiah’s challenges were indications of 
the lack of God’s love or presence.  In fact, it was God’s loving and presence that enabled and empowered Nehemiah to keep 
on keeping on.  And it is the only shot we have.   Jesus is alive forevermore and promised to be with us always, even till the 
end of this evil age (Matthew 28:20).  He said that the comforting spirit of God would be sent after he left as an indication 
that we would not be orphans in this life.  And God our Father loves us so much that even though our lives might be a walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, we need not fear evil or anything, for his presence as a loving shepherd is here 
to comfort and lead us home.

So as long as God is committed to us, let us be committed to Him.  Don’t quit.  Stay a faithful fighter until the final 
breath.  Fight the good fight, finish the course, keep the faith.  For in that the promise for us remains:

2 Timothy 4:8 -  in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.
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